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The following Address to her Majesty, adopted by the Academy on 
the 1 6th March last, was read : — 

"To the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty. 

" Mat it please Your Majesty, — "We, your dutiful and loyal sub- 
jects, the President and Members of the Royal Irish Academy, humbly 
approach your Majesty with our heartfelt congratulations on the attain- 
ment of his majority by his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales. 

"We desire at the same time to express the joy with which we hail 
the prospect of his entering into an alliance sanctioned by your Ma- 
jesty's approval, and holding out the fairest promise of domestic happi- 
ness. 

" In thus undertaking the duties and responsibilities of manhood, 
his Royal Highness gathers round him the lively sympathies of all 
classes of your Majesty's subjects. 

" Incorporated for the promotion of Science, Polite Literature, and 
Antiquities, our Academy devotes itself to studies, many of which have 
only an indirect bearing upon the interests of social and political life. 
But its Members cannot fail to recognise the close connexion which sub- 
sists between the prosperity of the whole nation and the welfare of our 
most gracious Sovereign and her royal house. 

" We earnestly pray that your Majesty may be spared through 
many years to see his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales pursuing 
the wise and virtuous course which the instructions and example of 
your Majesty and his illustrious father have taught him to tread ; and 
that your Majesty may thus find in him a solace and support under the 
cares incident to your exalted position as ruler of this great Empire. 

"Royal Irish Academy, March 2nd, 1863." 

Read, the following letter : — 

" Whitehall, April 9, 1863. 
" Sik, — I have had the honour to lay before the Queen the loyal 
and dutiful Address of the President and Members of the Royal Irish 
Academy on the occasion of the Marriage of His Royal Highness the 
Prince of Wales; and I have to inform you that her Majesty was 
pleased to receive the Address very graciously. 

" I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

" (Signed) G. Gbet. 

" The President of the Royal Irish Academy." 

The following Address to the Prince of Wales, adopted by the Aca- 
demy on the 16th March last, was also read : — 

" To his Royal Highness Albert Edward, Prince of Wales and Earl of 
Chester, Earl of Dublin, SfC, SfC, SfC. 

" Mat it please toite Royal Highness, — We, the President and 
Members of the Royal Irish Academy, respectfully entreat your Royal 
Highness to accept our hearty congratulations on the occasion of your 
attaining your majority. 
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" We also desire to express the lively satisfaction with 'which we 
see your Eoyal Highness about to contract a marriage with a Princess 
possessing all the qualities which inspire affection and command respect. 
"We can offer no better wishes for the happiness of your wedded state 
than that it may be attended by every blessing which hallowed the 
union of your Eoyal Parents. 

" The honest search after scientific truth, and the thoughtful study 
of the records of the past, have always proved conducive to the interests 
of religion, and favourable to the maintenance of those principles of li- 
berty and subordination on which the constitution of these kingdoms is 
Becarely founded. We therefore feel assured that a Prince trained 
from his earliest years to respect and cultivate the pursuits of Art and 
Letters, will look with favour upon bodies associated as our Academy is 
for the advancement of the various departments of human learning. 

"As a Councillor of our Queen, and the subject nearest to her 
throne, your Eoyal Highness has before you a field affording exercise 
for the noblest ambition. We trust you will enter upon it undiseour- 
aged by the natural fear of falling short of what might almost seem the 
unapproachable excellence of the example set by your lamented Pather. 
The affectionate loyalty of your countrymen will sustain you in all your 
labours for the common good ; and we doubt not but that Almighty God 
will hear our prayers, invoking in your favour that divine aid without 
which the wisest counsels and the most strenuous efforts cannot ensure 
success. 

" Royal Irish Academy, March 2, 1863." 

Eead, the following answer : — 

" Sandringham, 4th April, 1863. 

"Lieutenant-General Knollys has received the commands of the 
Prince of Wales to thank the President and Members of the Eoyal 
Irish Academy for their address of congratulation on his marriage and 
obtaining his majority. His Eoyal Highness appreciates to the fullest 
extent their kind sentiments towards himself, and their affectionate loy- 
alty towards her Majesty the Queen. He cannot also but feel highly 
gratified by the terms in which they allude to his lamented father. 

" To the President of the Royal Irish Academy." 

Eead, the following letter from G. V. Dv Noteb, Esq. : — 

" Sidney Avenue, Blackroch, 26th February, 1863. 

Sir, — I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 23rd 
instant, informing me that the Eoyal Irish Academy has placed me 
amongst its Life Members, without the payment of the usual life com- 
position, in acknowledgment for the collection of drawings of Antiqui- 
ties and Architecture which I have from time to time presented to the 
Library of the Academy. 

" Por this unexpected and most gratifying honour I beg to thank the 
Academy. 

" The drawings to which you allude form only a portion of those 
which I contemplate placing in our Library, the value of which, I may 
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be permitted to hope, 'will be thereby increased to the student or the 
writer on Irish Archaeology. 

" I have the honour to remain, Sir, 

" Tour obedient servant, 

" George V. Du Noyer. 
" To the Rev. William Beeves, D. D., Secretary, 
" Royal Irish Academy." 

Read the following Paper, from the notes of the late Dr. Siegfried, 
Professor of Sanscrit in the University of Dublin. 

On the Gattlish Inscription or Poitiers, containing a Charm against 

THE DEMON DoNTAURIOS. FROM THE PAPERS OF THE LATE Dfi. Ru- 

dolph Thomas Siegfried, arranged by Carl Friedrjch Lottner. 

(Plate XXIII.) 

In the year 1858 there was found at Poitiers, on occasion of some 
digging for building purposes, a small silver plate, with an inscription, 
which was immediately laid before the Society des Antiquaires de 
l'Ouest. One of the members of this Society, M. deLonguemar, pub- 
lished a short treatise on this inscription, together with an engraving 
of it, reproduced before the present essay. From this writing, which 
appeared with the title, "Rapport sur une inscription tracee sur une 
lame oV argent et ddcouverte d Poitiers en 1858," we learn that the silver 
plate was originally enclosed in a kind of case, which unfortunately 
was destroyed by the workman who found it, in his eagerness to get 
hold of its contents. This circumstance is not without some importance 
for the interpretation of the inscription on the plate. For the natural 
inference would seem to be that the inscription was intended to be car- 
ried about on the body of some person, which again renders it very 
probable that it contained a charm, and that the plate was a kind of 
amulet or talisman. The inscription itself is in Latin characters, such 
as, according to M. de Longuemar, were employed in public documents 
of the Merovingian or Gallo-Roman times. The nearest approach to 
them, according to the same scholar, is found in the alphabet of two 
documents of the 6th century — one a chart of the year 565, the other a 
sermon of St. Hilarius, written at about 570. This would not, however, 
necessitate the assumption that the inscription on the plate must be of 
the same century, but it might belong to a date somewhat more remote. 
Owing to the very careless way in which the letters are traced, it 
was not easy to read them correctly. The only part which was clear at 
once were the concluding words, Justina quern peperit Sarra, which are 
evidently Latin. By a comparison with two of the incantations of Mar- 
cellus Burdigalensis, M. de Longuemar showed that the formula, " illius 
quern peperit ilia," is peculiar to charms, the intention being thereby 
to make sure of the person for whom the spell was written, and to pre- 
vent its taking effect on anybody else. So much, then, was clear, 
that the inscription contained a charm. But, except the last sentence, 
scarcely anything could be made of it. Thrice the Latin word lis re- 
curred, which also went to prove that one had to do with some incan- 



